N2 Chenkaantal

A Bi-Yearly Peer-Reviewed Tamil Journal

Volume 5, SPL Issue 1, July 2026 E-ISSN: 2583-0481
MLA, DOAJ Indexed

Antiquity of Tamil Language

Dr. M. Kanichelvi, Assistant Professor, Tamil Department (Self-funded),
Arul Ananda College (Autonomous), Karumathur. 625514
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2904-7518
DOI: 10.5281/zen0do.21791309

Abstract

Literature serves as a faithful reflection of human life, portraying the experiences,
values, emotions, and social realities of people in their true form. Classical Tamil literature,
in particular, functions as a cultural mirror that reveals the distinctive way of life, ethical
principles, and social institutions of the ancient Tamils. It provides valuable insights into the
customs, traditions, interpersonal relationships, and moral values that shaped Tamil society
during different historical periods. Among the ancient Tamil literary corpus, the Sangam
texts occupy a significant place for their realistic representation of individual and collective
life. They emphasize that a life guided by virtue, honour, and steadfast adherence to ethical
principles constitutes the ideal way of living. In this regard, the Akam poems of the
Ettuthokai offer rich literary evidence for understanding the emotional, cultural, and social
dimensions of Sangam society. Therefore, these Akam texts constitute the primary source
material for the present study, providing an authentic foundation for examining the selected
theme.
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<6 LD GOT/D6DT.
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